
Passing on status under the Indian Act since 1985 

6(1) + 6(1) parents 
 

6(1) child 

6(1) + 6(2) parents 
 

6(1) child 

6(1) + non-status parent 
 

6(2) child 

6(2) + 6(2) parents 
 

6(1) child 
 

6(2) + non-status parents 
 

non-status child 

Explanation: under section 6(1) of the Indian Act, status can always be transmitted to a 
registered Indian’s children but under section 6(2), status cannot be transmitted if the 
other parent is not also a registered Indian. 
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Susan Yantha’s case compared to a brother from the same parents 
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or de facto 
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April 17, 1985 
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No 
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before 
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status 

Status 
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marriage 
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after 
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1985 

6(1)  6(2)  

Tammy Yantha 

Susan 
Yantha 
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Hypothetical cousin Hypothetical cousin 

6(1)  

6(1)  

Hypothetical 
brother 

Hypothetical 
brother 



6(1)  
Grandmother:  
No status as of 
her marriage 
until 1985 

GRANDPARENTS 

PARENTS 

GRANDCHILD 

The case of Stéphane Descheneaux whose grandmother married a 
non-Indian before 1985 

Married 
before 

April 17, 
1985 

Married before 
April 17, 1985 

Mother : 
6(2) 
status 
from 
1985 till 
2010 

No status before 2010 ; 
his children would have 
no status if their mother is 
not an Indian 

6(2)  

6(1)  

Stéphane Descheneaux  



6(1)  

The case of Stéphane Descheneaux’s second cousin whose grandfather 
married a non-Indian before 1985 

Married before 
April 17, 1985 

Mother:  
6(1) by 

marriage 

GRANDPARENTS 

PARENTS 

GRANDCHILD 

Grandmother:  
Common law or 
de facto wife or 

6(1) status by 
marriage before 

1985 

6(1)  

6(1)  

The children born after 
1985 would have 6(2) 
status even if they were 
born from a union with a 
non-Indian  

Second cousin 
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